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T^PMATinN DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Honorable Commissioner for Patents )f -<r 
P.O. Box 1450 REC^ 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 ^ ^ ? m 

Sir: TECHNOLOGY <->tw «»-•■- 

W. .nation Disclosure ? e— so— - J»d ». ffl is 

above-iden.if.ed applieation, and any other apphcaaon , *>■•«*» ftlu * daK ° f 
identified application or cross-referencing it as a related application. 

1. This IDS should be considered, in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.97, as it is filed: 
(Check one of the boxes opposite A-D) 

[ ] A. within three months of the filing date of the ^^^f^Z 
or within three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1 .491 
in the above-identified international application. 
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[ ] B. before the mailing date of a first office action on the merits. 

W C. after the times set forth in (A) and (B) above, but befo« : the : mailing ***** 
o. , :• j„ it pep 81 1 n or a notice of allowance under 37 C.KK. 51.^11, auu 
a final action under 37 C.F.R. §1 .113 0 _a none box or ^ 

the necessary statement pursuant to 37 C.KK. fci.v/te; appc^ 
necessary fee is enclosed (see box "ii" below). 

(check one of the boxes opposite "i" or "ii" below) 
[ ] i. (check the applicable statement) 

[ ] I, the undersigned, hereby state that each item of information 
contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited in 
com^unicatL from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application 
"tote months' prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure 

Statement. 

r 1 I the undersigned, hereby state that no item of information in tins 
info rmation Disclosure Statement was cited in a cemjj^ 
patent office in a counterpart foreign application and to my knowledge aner 
mSg reasonable inquiry, was known to any indmdual designated 1 37 CKR 
§1. 56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement. 

[X] ii. A check for the fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1 . 17<p). presently believed to 
be $ 180.00, is enclosed. 

by a petition enclosed herewith pursuant to 37 C.F.R £ * d ^ necessary 

set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.17®. presently believed to be $ 130.00, is enclosed, ana 
statement pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1. 97(e) appears below: 

(check the applicable statement) 

[ ] I, the undersigned, hereby state that each item of information 
contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited in 
communicatL rom a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application 
n~r n toee months' prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement. 

r 1 1 the undersigned, hereby state that no item of information contained 
in this formation Disclosure Statement was cited in a commumc at, on from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application and, to my knowledge 
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' after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained m this 
MormS Disclosure Statement was known to any individual designated in 37 
C fT §1. 56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement. 

2 In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.98(a)(l), this IDS includes a list on form £T°-1<" 9 
of all pa K n"s publications, or other information submitted for oonstderatton by Office 
tacorporated into this IDS as an attachment hereto. Pursuant to 37 C.F*. § ^ h «^ 

«cep? !nat no copy of any U.S. patent application is included pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 
§1.98(a)(2)(iii) and except as explained below. 

(check the boxes opposite A and/or B and fill in blanks, if appropriate) 

r l A Document(s) is (are) substantively cumulative to document(s) 

[]A . P 0 ™ ^^^^ 3 ; c.F.R. §1.98(0, only a copy of each of the latter 

document(s) is (are) attached. 

[ ] B. Certain documents were previously cited by or submitted to the ^Office m i the 
following prior application(s), which are relied upon for an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. 
§120: 



These documents are identified by attaching hereto copies of the forms PTO-892 and/or PTO- 
SSS the prior ^icationCs) and App^ant requests ? at tbey be — 
made of record in this application in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.98 W- ™» 
C.F.R. §1.98(d), copies of these documents need not be provided with this IDS. 

(check paragraphs 3 and/or 4, if applicable) 

[ ] 3. Document(s) is (are) not in the English language. In accordance with 37 

C.F.R. §§1. 98(a)(3), 1.98(c), it is stated that: 

(check the applicable statements)) 

r 1 English translation(s) of the document(s) (or of the pertinent portions 

thereof L^fe) enclosed and, thus no concise explanation of their relevance is required, (see 
M.P.E.P., §609, p. 600-92). 
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[ ] EnglisK-language equivalent(s) of the document(s) 



.(or of the pertinent 



portions thereof) which is (are) in fact translation(s) of the document(s) is (are) enclosed. 

[ ] The attached English-language version of a search report or other action by a foreign 
patent office in a counterpart foreign application which cites document(s) _ and which indicates 
the degree of relevance found by the foreign office is submitted to satisfy the requirement for 
a concise explanation of the relevance of the document(s), (see M.P.E.P., §609, p. 600-93). 



can be 



can be 



[ ] A concise explanation of the relevance of documents) . — is set forth 

as follows: 

[insert concise explanation of relevance] 

[ ] A concise explanation of the relevance of document(s) . 
found on page(s) of the specification. 

[ ] A concise explanation of the relevance of document(s) 
found on the attached sheet. 

[ ] 4. Other information being provided for the Examiner's consideration follows: 
[insert other information] 

5 In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§1. 97(g), 1.97(h), the filing of this IDS shall not be 
construed as a representation that a search has been made or as an admission that information 
cited in this IDS is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 37 C.KK. 
§1 56(b) Unless otherwise indicated, the date of publication indicated for an item is taken from 
the face of the item and Applicant reserves the right to prove that the date of publication is in 
fact different. 

6. Please charge any deficiency or other fees or credit any refund or overpayment to 

Deposit Account No. 01-0035. . 

Respectfully submitted, 



ABELMAN, FRAYNE & SCHWAB 
150 East 42nd Street 
New York, NY 10017-5612 
(212) 949-9022 



Thomas E. Spath 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 25,928 
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U S Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required t 



Complete if Known i 


Application Number 


10/049317 


Filing Date 


09/08/2002 


First Named Inventor 


Steven Brian JOHNSON 


Art Unit 





Examiner Name 
Attorney Docket Number 


Onrbett B. Coburn 



A0Qj£ / Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 



Examiner 


Cite 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name or ratemee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 


Initials* 


NO. 


Number-Kind Code 2 (ifknown) 


Figures Appear 




1 


us - 5,533,727 


07/09/1996 


DeMar 


463/23 
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us " 5,580309 


12/03/1996 


Piechowiak et al. 
Pease et al. 


463/16 
463/27 
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us ~ 5,855,515 

US- 


01/05/1999 










US- 

us- 
us- 












US- 
US- 












US- 












us- 

US- 






REOF'V" 






US- 












US- 






JUL II m mi 






US- 




« 


ECIIN0L00Y CLn,m, Wltf , 






US- 












us- 












us- 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials* 



Cite 
No. 1 



Foreign Patent Document 



Country Code^Number '"Kind Code 5 (/f known) 



Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 



Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 



Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
or Relevant Figures Appear 



GB 



2201279 



02/17/1988 



EP 



0 534 718 



09/23/2001 



Bell-Fruit Mfg. 



Bally Mfg. 



WO 



00/22585 



04/20/2000 



Ganz et al. 




-EXAMINE*' initial ■ reference considered, whether or not citation is in cc".o = ^ I jjjPEP S^S^gSg,^ 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant 1 App heart s uniq "e citation d esignat ^ n ""^^P p ^ standard ST 3) , « For 
USPTO Patent Documents at wwwj^^ 

^p& d ^ * t0 «*"■ ** here ^ En9 ' iSh ,an9U39e 

SsltLTiltation is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1 98. The information is required to obtain ^ 

ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 
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Approved for use through 06/30/2006. OMB 0651-0031 
1 ■ * U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

« Pape'rwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 



rra^ : 

II^HSdtfstitute for form 1449B/PTO 


Complete if Known 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 


Application Number 


a r\ir\AC\ oh 7 
lU/U4y,0 1 I 


Filing Date 


02/08/2002 


First Named Inventor 


Steven Brian JOHNSON 


Art Unit 


3714 


Examiner Name 
Attorney Docket Number 


Corbett B. Coburn 



Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item (book, 
magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), publisher, city 
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UK Search Report; dated 27 February 2003; Appln. No. GB 0202926.2. 





























J3ECE 



JUL 0 P 7004 
TECHNOLOGY 



Examiner 




Date 

Considered 





* EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language J™^^ 8 **^^ «_ , and bv tne 
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by me ^^f^^^ by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to ^P^ e « 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the ^^^^^vT^P^ 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden should be sent to the Chief Infomiat m Officer .U.S. Paten 
and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 



